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How Do Residents Describe Health Assets in 
Their Neighborhood?

SURVEYS FOCUS GROUPS KEY NEIGHBORHOOD 
INFORMANTS



Surveys



Focus Group Composition

Group Number of 
Participants

Mean Years in 
Neighborhood

Range of Years in 
Neighborhood

Russell 1 4 16 10-30

Russell 2 2 22 22

Russell 3 5 32 2-70

Russell 4 12 6 1-14

Mixed 5 (3 Russell) 4 1-6

Total 26



Key Neighborhood Informant Interviews

• Key informant interviews (KIIs) are qualitative in-depth 
interviews with people who know what is going on in the 
community. 

• The KKIs were identified by focus group participants in both 
neighborhoods.

• Ten (4 in CH and 6 in Russell)  KIIs were conducted by Dr. 
Camara Douglas.



What Do Residents 
Identify as Health Assets 
in their Neighborhoods?







FG: What Contributes to Health in This 
Neighborhood?
• Nearby charitable nonprofits – Goodwill 

Opportunity Campus, YMCA, Elder Serve, LCCC, St. 
Vincent DePaul, Change Today, Play Cousins, 
churches... 

• Proximity to healthcare – new Norton Hospital, 
Family Health Center, Centerwell, Park DuValle
Medical Center, YMCA... 

• Schools, parks, public transportation, food outlets 



Elder Serve MOLO Village

LCCC

Kentucky Center for African 
American Heritage

Norton Health Sports 
Center



We just got a new Goodwill!   …The 
hospital will be ready by the end of 
this year. …They are redoing Elliott 
Park  (RUS FG1)

The church. The churches. As far as the 
church up the street, the 7th Day Adventist 
Church. Every 3rd Sunday they give out a 
food basket and they donate as much as they 
possibly can.  (RUS FG2)

Describe some of the things that contribute to 
health in this neighborhood.

Man: Elder Serve for health.
Woman1: TARC three.
Woman 2: that Norton's over there, 
uh, Goodwill...
Woman3: Family Health Center
Woman4: Centerwell (RUS FG4)

We have a high school. 
…And then we got an 
elementary school there. 
Yeah.   (Rus Mixed)



KII: What is working well in this neighborhood?

• Participants’ responses were more 
likely to reflect their experiences in the 
neighborhood

• One area of agreement was that Russell 
residents are the greatest asset

• Fosters close-knit relationships
• For sharing knowledge about resources
• For holding and sharing history of 

resistance 
• Some overlap in discussion about 

public and charitable institutions 

I consider the people 
the assets… because 
they care about their 

community, they-
they working their 
butts to provide a 

safe and stable place 
for their kids 



FG & KII: Assets Found only in Russell
• Artistic Appeal (Harlem of the South) – Russell Theatre, Grand 

Lyric Theatre (LCCC), Artists and Afros (Visual Arts)…
• Historically Black organizations – Elder Serve, Urban League
• Western Library holdings on Black Louisville (Like Schomburg 

Center in Harlem?)
• Concentration of Black Businesses and AMPED Russell 

Technology business incubator
• Central High School
• Historic Churches that cooperate to provide resources
• The graveyard (Historic Western Cemetery?)



Efficacy for Neighborhood 
Change
What are residents’ beliefs about their ability to make their 
neighborhoods better places?





FG: Tell me some of the 
neighborhood activities 
in which you are involved 

• Aspirational – Residents knew 
what needed to be done and, in 
some cases, how to do it - for 
neighborhood change 

• Their participation in the FGs 
was evidence of their desire to 
address neighborhood issues. 

• More likely to see evidence of 
hopelessness 
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